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takes us to a world apart from the ordinary human affections and 
higher emotions, to a dark chamber, where we feel ourselves bound by a 
strange fascination of horror to watch the ever-descending knife-blade 
of the pendulum approach our heart, or the ever-increasing crack in the 
doomed house widen, or the blackening fancies of the tortured brain 
deepen to madness. Poe, however, was a genius. No one else has 
attempted or accomplished exactly what he did, and no one is ever 
likely to attempt it again. In many of the, details of his art he was a 
master. As a writer of narrative English he is unsurpassed ; and the 
extraordinary ingenuity of the plots of some of his stories leave no room 
to doubt that but for the misfortunes of his life and character he might 
have obtained great success in fiction on a more ambitious scale. 



4. — Life and Letters of George Cabot. By Henry Cabot Lodge. 
Boston : Little, Brown, & Co. 1877. 8vo. pp. 615. 

Selections from the correspondence of George Cabot form the prin- 
cipal part of this valuable addition to American biography. Outside of 
this Mr. Lodge was able to obtain but a small amount of material for 
his work, owing to the destruction by Mr. Cabot, just before his death, 
of all his own papers and letters. Had not the letters written by 
him been fortunately preserved, almost all record of one of the fore- 
most leaders of the great party to which we owe the Constitution, and 
we may almost say the Union itself, would have been lost. Mr. Lodge 
has made use of his letters judiciously, prefixing to each chapter a 
short account of the period to which the correspondence contained in it 
refers. 

He has very modestly avoided indulging himself in original discussion, 
but what he has given us on the subject of New England Federalism and 
the Hartford Convention leads us to regret that there is not more. 
His refutation of the charges contained in John Quincy Adams's 
pamphlet is very well done, and few people will be apt to quarrel with 
the following passage, in which he gives his estimate of the results of 
the convention and of the War of 1812 : — 

" The Federalists generally, all the more sensible ones certainly, were satis- 
fied with the work of the convention. The general government, soon after 
the convention adjourned, passed a law which permitted the use of state troops, 
as desired by New England, and urged by the report of the convention, and 
not many days after came the welcome tidings of peace. The war party no 
longer insisted on an acknowledgment of those rights for which alone they 
had fought, and for which they had shed so much blood and squandered so 
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much treasure. If we judge it only by immediate results, the war must be 
pronounced a total failure, and the peace was considered then, and for many 
years after, a most wretched one ; but the war party was only too glad to 
make peace on any terms. The events of the war and the terms of peace fully 
justified the Federalists, who had denounced it throughout as wicked, unjusti- 
fiable, and unnecessary ; and if one looks only at the immediate history and 
results of the struggle, their assertions cannot be gainsaid. But we to-day 
can see that the Federalists were wrong, though no man then could know it. 
The War of 1812 was worth all it cost, simply because it was a war. Had we 
never gained a victory, the mere fact of proving to the world that we could 
and would fight as a. nation would have been sufficient. But the War of 1812 
did more than establish our nationality in the eyes of foreigners ; it taught 
England that there was one people who could meet and conquer her at sea, and 
it taught us to love and cherish our navy. For these reasons no American, 
though the War of 1812 was fruitful in misery and disaster, and was almost 
in the end our ruin, would wish to have its record effaced from our annals." 

The part which Mr. Cabot played in the important events which 
make up the history of the first fifty years of the government was that 
of a trusted advise* - and friend — especially in all matters relating to 
commerce — of Washington and Hamilton. Without any gifts as an 
orator, he had, through the possession of strong sense and a profound 
interest in the welfare of the country, acquired a political wisdom and 
aptitude which was better than any mere powers of persuasion. He 
is one of the noble political figures that look down from the can- 
vas of the Revolutionary period to remind us, in these degenerate days 
of faction, cabal, intrigue, and corruption, of how much may be done, 
even in times of great anxiety, perplexity, and confusion, by a few men 
who devote themselves to the public good. The great claim of the 
Federalist party to public honor and lasting remembrance is that of all 
the political parties which have from time to time sprung up in this 
country ; it alone drew its source from a pure, unselfish, and wise patriot- 
ism. It consisted, not of men collected together like some laboring- 
man's mob to clamor on behalf of ignorance and prejudice for privi- 
leges due only to wisdom and virtue, but of born leaders, who governed 
their country because they had saved it from destruction, and because 
they were the most honorable, sagacious, and patriotic politicians it 
contained. It has become the fashion of late years to depreciate the 
precious traditions which have been handed down from that period, and 
apologists for the evils that have disgraced the country in recent years 
have even, with short-sighted egotism, attempted to relieve our gen- 
eration from its just blame by recalling and dwelling on the scandals of 
a hundred years ago. But the attempt will always be a failure. No 
examination, however minute, of the characters of that period can do 



584 McCoan's Egypt As It Is. [Nov. 

aught but establish their reputation on more and more solid founda- 
tions. They were indeed giants, and by their side even the great men 
of subsequent periods become pygmies. The Constitution remains as 
their monument ; a monument of the highest political wisdom then 
reached by the world. Whatever may happen to the country they 
founded, — whether it is destined to bless and enlighten mankind in the 
future as it has in the past, or whether it is destined to sink as other 
countries have sunk in the anarchy and oblivion produced by its own 
vices, — the fame of its founders will remain untarnished, and will be kept 
alive as the precious heirloom of the race wherever its institutions 
flourish. 



5. — Egypt As It Is. By J. C. McCoan. "With a Map, taken from the 
most recent survey. New York : Henry Holt & Co. 1877. pp. xv, 
417. 

The picture of Egypt given in this volume will strike most people with 
surprise. Like Wallace's Russia and Baker's Turkey, McCoan's Egypt 
is the work of an avowed admirer of the country to which the author's 
study has been devoted. Unlike these, however, it is but slightly de- 
scriptive, being almost altogether given up to statistics and information 
given in the most condensed form. Of the social life of Egypt Mr. McCoan 
has given nothing, for the sufficient reason, as he very modestly says, that 
this has been " photographed once for all by Mr. Lane, whose vivid portrai- 
ture of the manners and customs of both Arab and Copt is as true still as 
it was forty years ago." Owing to this necessary omission, the book is not 
as interesting for the general reader as, from its title, it might be expected 
to be. To the student of contemporary politics, to the historian, and to 
the diplomatist it is a mine of information hitherto inaccessible. Mr. 
McCoan's long residence in the Levant and frequent visits to Egypt qualify 
him to speak with authority about the country, and his account of the 
government, the system of administration, the relations of Egypt to Tur- 
key, the finances, the schools, the system of agriculture, will be read with 
interest. That Egypt is heavily laden with debt he does not seek to 
deny, but he maintains that the debt, incurred as it has been to give 
Egypt those material advantages which alone could put her on a level 
with Western nations, was necessary, while the wasteful and corrupt ad- 
ministration which so swelled its volume is being rapidly replaced by a 
pure and efficient one. The Khedive he represents an energetic, intelli- 
gent, and public-spirited despot, and the future of Egypt he believes to be 
full of hope. The fact, however, which he adduces to support this hope, 



